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AGENT GENERAL TO LONDON — HON NORMAN MOORE 

786. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s confirmation that Hon Norman Moore is being seriously considered as the next Western 
Australian Agent General to London.  

(1) What lobbying or discussions has Mr Moore undertaken to the Premier to secure this position? 

(2) Has the Premier abandoned Geoff Gallop’s decision to reserve this position for public servants with 
business experience or Western Australian businesspeople?  

(3) What private sector experience does Mr Moore have to qualify him for this trade position?  

(4) Will the Premier appoint Mr Moore and when will he make a decision?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)–(4) Hon Norman Moore approached me two or three months ago and said that he was aware that the Agent 
General position was coming up and that he is interested and wants to be considered. I see nothing 
wrong with that. He is being considered. A final decision has yet to be made.  

Mr M. McGowan: When is it coming up?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The contract of the current incumbent, Kerry Sanderson, finishes on about 18 December. 
She is in place. I would expect an appointment to that position would be made before the end of this year. I 
would hope that the appointee would take up the position in February or March of next year.  

Mr M. McGowan: So he doesn’t want to be in cabinet anymore?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have had discussions with Hon Norman Moore; there is no secret about that. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not know why the member for Mandurah is laughing. I find interesting the member 
for Rockingham’s premise about abandoning the policy of Premier Geoff Gallop.  

Mr M. McGowan: That was Geoff Gallop’s policy.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That was his policy but it is not our policy; never has been and never will be. Can I make 
some observations about the position of Agent General? The position of Agent General goes back to colonial 
days—pre-Federation, pre-self-government.  

The position of Agent General is, in effect, a diplomatic position pre-dating Federation. I understand that New 
South Wales gave up the position, somewhat foolishly, and has tried to recover it. However, the British 
government will not permit that as it was a pre-Federation position. This state has retained the position. I do not 
think anyone should be ruled in or out by category. Kerry Sanderson is an example of a public servant who has 
done an excellent job.  

Mr M. McGowan: With business experience.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am answering the member’s question and making a point. She is a public servant who 
has done excellent work. Businesspeople have also done excellent work. Former members of Parliament on both 
sides of politics have also held that job and also done it very, very well. I do not think anyone should be 
categorised as in or out.  

The Agent General position in London is very special for one particular reason. Members might recall that we 
hosted the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting a couple of weeks ago. The Commonwealth 
Secretariat is based in London. One of the big opportunities for this state into the future is our relationship with 
African nations, particularly in the areas of mining and petrol but also in other areas such as education and 
health. Many of those countries are commonwealth countries. They are generally small countries or countries 
with low gross domestic product. They do not have networks of ambassadors and consuls around the world, but 
they all have senior diplomatic representation in London. The Agent General position with its diplomatic status 
gives the person in that position access to commonwealth and governments ministers from not only Europe and 
Britain but also commonwealth nations. Therefore, I do not rule anyone in or out. Yes, Hon Norman Moore has 
expressed his interest. We have discussed the issue and we continue to discuss the issue. At some stage a 
decision on the position will be made. 
 


